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Fall Programs Start October 7th with Don Wisner’s “Made Not
Born: Becoming an Environmental Steward”

WIRVTU's first program of the fall  theology and a deep desire to share his

is set for October 13th at 7:00 PM, in  love with his grandchildren, students
Gander Lodge, at the Gander Moun-  and all people. He quotes Thomas
tain located at the Cedar Creek mall in Aquinas, who said that there are two
Rothschild. responses we can offer to the gift of
Our speaker, Don Wisner, is a creation: awe and gratitude.

noted regional speaker. His program, "Awe is often a reflexive response
“Made Not Born: Becoming an Envi-  to the sights we fishers are privileged
ronmental Steward” was previously to see," he writes. "When it comes to
presented at the Great Waters Fly Fish- gratitude, sometime we need to be

ing Expos in Chicago and Minneapolis reminded, like | remind my grandsons,

in early 2007. “Now what do you say?” and they
Water shapes the life of pastor, fly- chorus, “Thank you.” If we listen
fishing guide and environmental stew- carefully, we might hear the waters

ard Don Wisner. He's developed a rich whisper, “You are welcome.”

October’s speaker, fly fishing guide
Don Wisner prepares to release a
nice smallmouth.

Busy Summer for WI River Valley TU Members, Officers, aml

Projects

The Wisconsin River Valley
Chapter of Trout Unlimited sus-
pended our regular member meetings
for the summer, because we under-
stand that during June, July, and Au-
gust, our members want to be out on
the streams, lakes and ponds, not
inside talking about fishing. This
does not mean that our chapter stops
working, or that chapter members
don’t continue to promote TU values
and principles.

In May, chapter members taught
fly fishing and fly tying classes for

Herb Hintze demonstrates fly tying to
youngsters and parents at Heritage
Days, an August event that keeps youth
involved in outdoor traditions.

the Women in the Outdoors program. _

In August, members taught fly cast-

ing and fly tying courses for Heritage

Days, a program that gets youth in-

volved in outdoor activities such as

fishing, hunting, and trapping.

Also in August and September,

your TU dollars helped finish stream
Local TU dollars at work completing a work on the Heinrich property on the
project on the Heinrich property on lower Prairie River. Some work was
the lower Prairie River. Work assured completed on this project in 2007,
cooler waters and more trout. and the work completed in 2008 will

assure cooler waters that can hold trout
later in the season.

WI River Valley TU also started
preliminary work on a joint project
with the Hornberg Chapter to improve
approximately 1,500 feet of the Little
Wolf just north of Galloway. This
project will cost little in heavy equip-
ment, but will demand a good turnout
of members to do brushing and hand
rocking. More specifics on this project
will be discussed in a future newslet-
ter.

Henry Kanemoto and other WI River
Valley TU members help instruct new
fly fishers at a Women in the Outdoors
eventin May.



Henry Kanemoto and
Gene Koshak to Give
Western Trout Fishing
Tips and Locations for

November Meeting
WI River Valley Chapter board

members Henry Kanemoto and Gene

Koshak will present a program on

Western trout opportunities and tech-

nigues for the November member
meeting.

Henry and Gene are skilled trout
anglers who are also great instruc-
tors. They will bring their skills,
knowledge, and stories to our mem-
bers on November 10th at 7:00 P.M.,
at Gander Lodge inside the Wausau
Gander Mountain.

Both have extensive experience
fishing western waters, and have
learned the hard way that fishing
pressured streams in the West, like
the Madison River, can present

unique challenges and great opportu-

nities. Gene and Henry will give
members a sound foundation for
planning and successfully executing
a Western trout trip. Even if you are
not planning a western trip, their
insights and tips will improve your
WI trout skills.

Don’t miss this program pre-
sented by two of our chapter’s most
skilled instructors.

Publication Notice

The is the
official newsletter of the WI River
Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited.
Regular editions for 2008 will be
February/March, April/May, June/
July, September/ October, and Ng
vember/December.

Copy related to TU events, cold

water resources, or trout and salnjon

fishing is welcome. Deadline for
copy is two weeks prior to publica
tion date. The November/Decemiyer
edition’s copy deadline is October
22, 2008.

Copy should be submitted to tHe
editor, at WeBeTrout@aol.com, c’ir
by mail to Mike Pierce, 3351 Nort
13th Street, Wausau, WI, 54403

President’s Cast

Fall: Time to Enjoy the Last Days
of Trout Season and Renew
Commitments to Trout Unlimited

Summer is nearly behind us and the
last days of the Wisconsin trout season
are close at hand. | hope you took time

to enjoy the wonderful cold water re-
sources this area has in abundance.

Don't forget to get out before the end of

September. September can be some of

the most enjoyable and peaceful times

on the stream. Brook trout in their fall Chapter President John Meachen

mating colors are incredible.

demonstrates fly tying for future

Your chapter has been busy with a Outdoorswomen at the Youth Out-
Plover River clean-up, demonstrations door Heritage Days in August

for Women in the Outdoors and the

Youth Outdoor Heritage Day, finishing another restion project on the Prai-
rie River and planning for even more activities thoe coming year. Your
board is planning for activities that will involvaeore of our members in hands-
on stream work. Cooperative ventures with otherchdpters are in the works.
We will be supporting and working with the Edgarddie School to have
"Trout in the Classroom" as part of their class€hbis October will see us
working with Wausau East and Edgar High Schooldgglclasses with water

studies on the Plover.

Our chapter programs begin this October wiphesentation by a good
friend of mine, Don Wisner. Don will be giving tipeesentation he gave at this
last year's Great Waters Fly Expo in Minneapolis. ptesentation entitled,
Made, Not Born: Becoming an Environmental Stewaiitl,delight and chal-
lenge each of us to reach out and model envirorehst@wardship especially

for youth.

December is our annual meeting night wherebet board members. We
are always looking for people who have a visiongiatection of our cold-
water resources, have good ideas and are willisgitee as a member of the
board. Please call (675-4920) or email (4js@chaw® if you are interested

serving or have any questions.

Finally, thank you to all who have served amatle this year a good one for

our chapter.

John Meachen

Interested in Learning to Tie Flies in 200977

Our Chapter is exploring the op-
tion of offering fly tying classes to
members in January and February
2009. Fees for classes would be
limited to the cost of materials for
the patterns offered. Classes would
be taught by chapter members.

This would be a beginners class
offered over four evening sessions,
teaching the basics of materials han-
dling and the techniques used for

basic, successful flies.

Vises and other basic tools would
be available to use on a loaner basis,
with a purchase option at the end of
the classes for students who want to
continue tying on their own.

Contact Mike Pierce at
WeBeTrout@aol.com or 3351 North
13th Street, Wausau, WI, 54403, to
sign up. We need a minimum of six
students to put on the class.



The Fly Vest: Fly Patterns, Presentation Tips, and Gear for Northwoods Tremd Salmon

Strike Indicator, Rod Carrying Tips from Henry............

Mono Strike Indicator

The World Championship of Fly Fish-
ing does not allow any objects on the
line or leader such as traditional strike
indicators or split shots. From these
rules came the development of bead-
head nymphs. What is lesser know is
the development of a strike indicator
method that conforms to these rules.
European fly fishers have developed a
monofilament strike indicator that is
integrated into the leader system. This
is how it works.

Use a 2 ft. section of high visibility
stiff 15 to 20 Ib. test monofilament line
such as red Amnesia or even optic
yellow Stren and tie a perfection loop
on each end. Coil the line around a
wooden dowel about ¥z inch in diame-
ter and heat it gently with a disposable
lighter. This will set the monofilament
into a coiled spring. Use a thinner or
thicker dowel depending on how tight
you want the coils.

Place this coil between the end of
the fly line and your nymphing leader
and it will detect the subtlest of strikes.
If it twitches or uncoils, set the hook.

How do You Carry Your Rod

on Stream?
Here’s a quick tip that will save
your rod and your fishing. Most be-

ginning and even some seasoned fish-

ers carry their rod in their dominant

hand with the rod tip facing forward.
This is the worst way to carry a rod

when traveling to or from the river.

When facing forward the rod can catch

on tree branches, tangling the rod tip
and line. Even worse is when the rod
tip hits the ground and the sudden
bend breaks off the tip.

Turn the rod around and carry it so

that the rod butt is forward and the rod

tip trails behind. The rod will naturally
follow you through the trees and is les
likely to catch on branches. If the tip
hits the ground, it will not bend and
break.

| have observed fishermen who
follow this rule of travel, then turn the
rod around and walk with the rod fac-
ing forward along the stream bank. In
fact, this is how you probably carry
your rod on the river. | hope to chang
your mind.

Most right-handed fishers like to
fish from the left side of the river and
left-handers like to fish the right side.
So right-handers will generally walk
the left bank and vice versa for left-
handers. If we carry our rods facing
forward, our rods will angle forward
over the water’s edge. Even if we are
stealthy in our approach, the rod wav-
ing low over the water will spook the
fish. These fish then spook fish that are
even further up the river.

The best way to carry the rod is
always with the tip facing backwards.

If you must carry the rod facing for-
ward, at least do it with the hand that is
away from the waterWhen walking

ghe riverbank, the hand that carries the

rod should always be the hand that is
away from the riverThis will keep the
rod from waving over the water and
spooking the fish.

- Henry Kanemoto

This article is copyrighted. No repro-
duction by electronic or other means is

eallowed without permission of the au-
th

Waterproof Digital Cameras, Don’'t Go Fishing Without Them!

Compact waterproof digitals like this
Olympus 850 SW handle a dunking,
abuse, and still give great pictures

A few years back, Joanie and |
fished the Saint Mary’s River in Sault
Saint Marie, Ontario, for Atlantic
salmon. A steady downpour on the
second day forced us to leave our sin-
gle lens reflex camera in the car. Of
course Joanie hooked up twice with
acrobatic salmon, but with no camera

on stream, we got no pictures of this
incredible day.

On our return to Wausau, we
bought a used Pentax 35 mm water-
proof, rangefinder type camera on
Ebay. It was bulky, heavy, and pro-

for a 5 foot drop to a hard surface, is
freeze proof to 14 degrees Fahrenheit
and is also rated waterproof to 10 feet
in depth. You can, if you wish, stick it
underwater and try to get pics of that
monster brown going into the net .

duced mediocre images, but at least we The Pentax offers similar features,

got some photos in bad weather.
Today, outdoor enthusiasts have

but cannot be purchased locally. Both
seem pricey, but having a camera that

better options. For as little as $30 dol-can withstand monsoon rains, a dunk-

lars, a waterproof plastic bag with op- ing when you slip wading, and falling

tical panel can be purchased to protectout of your pocket onto the concrete

pocket sized digital cameras. with no ill effects makes these well
Composing a picture and making worth the price.

tiny buttons work through a bag isnot  Our waterproof digital has already

easy or convenient, and waterproof
digital cameras are a better solution.
Both Pentax and Olympus make
waterproof digital cameras for about
$300. The Olympus 850 SW is more
available, being sold at Walmart. It
offers 8.0 megapixels, is shockproof

saved the day twice this year, giving us
great photos of rainy days in Sylvania.
Try one, and you'll be hooked.

- Mike Pierce
This article does not constitute an en-
dorsement of the Olympus 850 SW by
TU or the WI River Valley Chapter.



Calendar of Upcoming Chapter Events

September 2008

No member meeting or pro-
gram in September. Board

met September 7th to discuss

the fall schedule.

October 2008

October 13th: Regularly

scheduled member meeting.

Speaker Don Wisner pre-
senting “Made Not Born:
Becoming an Environmental
Steward”. Program starts at
7:00 PM. Location: Gander
Lodge inside the Wausau
Gander Mountain. Board
meeting at 6:00 PM.

November 2008

November 10th : Regularly
scheduled member meeting.
Speakers Henry Kanemoto
and Gene Koshak will dis-
cuss locations and strategies
for a successful western trout
trip. Program starts at 7:00
PM. Location: Gander
Lodge inside the Wausau
Gander Mountain. Board
meeting at 6:00 PM.

December 2008

December 8th: Board
meeting at 6:00 PM. Mem-
ber meeting and election of
officers at 7:00 PM. Mem-
bers interested in serving or
interested in nominating
someone to serve as an offi-
cer should contact Presi-
dent John Meachen prior
to the meeting. No enter-
tainment or program is
scheduled due to holidays
and schedule conflicts. Lo-
cation: Gander Lodge in-
side the Wausau Gander
Mountain.

WI River Valley Chapter
3351 North 13th Street
Wausau, WI 54403




