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Learn Opportunities, Challenges Offered by the Upper Madison 
From Gene Koshak and Henry Kanemoto at November Meeting  

     November’s program will be on the fishing opportunities on the upper Madison River presented by Gene Koshak and 
Henry Kanemoto.   The famed Madison River originates in Yellowstone Park where the Firehole River joins Gibbon River at 
Madison Junction, named for the origin of this great river. The Madison then flows to the west and leaves Yellowstone Park a 
few miles north of West Yellowstone, Montana, and forms Hebgen Lake where our presentation will begin.   The program 
starts at 7:00 PM on November 10th, in Gander Lodge at the Wausau Gander Mountain, located at Cedar Creek Mall.  
     The Madison River is arguably the most famous river in Montana, a state of famous rivers. It is a river that attracts fishers 
from all over the world and it is not an easy river to master. The upper Madison is the most famous section of this great river. 
It holds the most fish and receives the greatest fishing pressure. 
      The upper Madison is unique among Montana’s great rivers. It is the only river in Montana that cannot be fished from a 
float boat on the upper sections of the river. Except for Hebgen and Quake Lakes, everyone must wade fish. Lack of a boat 
poses little disadvantage on the river sections of the upper Madison. 
     Gene and Henry are both Madison River veterans having fished the Madison River separately since the 1970s. In 2007 and 
again in 2008, they fished the Madison together. Join them as they take you down the Madison River from Hebgen Lake to 
The West Fork. You’ll visit the fishing access sites of Hebgen Lake, Quake Lake, Raynolds Pass, $3 Bridge, and The West 
Fork.   You’ll learn where you can stay, where you can eat, and what materials you can get from the State of Montana.   

Gene Koshak and Henry Kanaemoto will take you to the legendary Upper Madison River at the November meeting  



 Last month Don Wisner was the presenter at our chapter meeting.  At the end 
of his presentation he asked the question, "Would you love a stream if you 
could not fish it?"  That question is echoed in the following excerpt from an-
other one of Don's presentations concerning the future of environmental stew-
ardship and his grandsons.  This is a portion of a presentation titled, "Made, Not 
Born: Becoming An Environmental Steward" and used by the author's permis-
sion.  Enjoy! 
                                     -John Meachen 
     "Loving all the earth's waters is as impossible as loving all the earth's chil-
dren. We love those with whom we have a relationship. The waters we know 
become the waters we love. And in loving the water we know, they become a 
microcosm for all. Each of us who spends time in water has "home" waters. 
These are the special stretches we have been allowed to adopt and share. My 
father once told me, "Every house is someone's home. Be careful what you say 
about it." My grandsons need to understand that all the waters they are privi-
leged to enjoy are home waters to someone they perhaps have not yet met.  
     But, if we are fortunate to meet the folks for whom these waters are special, 
we can sense their delight. Each riffle, each bend, each rock, each pool is a 
chapter in an ongoing love story of place. To be able to visit another's waters is 
to be invited to become a part of their story. Osborn Bridge Island, Millionaire's 
Pool, Reindeer Rapids, Churchill's Pool, Preacher's Pose, the Caddis Stretch, 
the Car Body and all the other sweet spots are not on maps but are places in 
someone's heart. Can a friend say "I trust you" in any clearer way than when 
they take you there?  
     To become a lover of moving water is really a process of becoming. If my 
grandsons are to take their place in the company of those who preserve and 
cherish the creation, they need also to become familiar with the names and sto-
ries of those they will join. John Muir, Rachel Carson, Aldo Leopold, Sigrid 
Olson, Tom Waters and other giants are preserved for them in print. Among 
these famous people, who run the risk of becoming myth, there are also legions 
of men and women, young and old, rich and poor, who work on streams, pick 
up garbage, lobby legislators, donate money, gift land, write articles and teach 
others, because it is the right thing to do.  
      And there we are, at the crux of it. Will my grandsons – will I – love the 
waters of our earth and care for them simply because it is the right thing to do? 
     There is a struggle that I must share with my grandsons when they come of 
age. It is the struggle deep within that causes me to ask myself, "Would I love a 
stream if I could not fish it?" 
      Years ago on the shore of Lake Michigan, I sat with a wise man named Joe 
Sittler. Together we looked out on some lovely water. "Some people," he said, 
"will tell you to take care of that because it holds a lot of fish. They are afraid 
of losing money or their hobby. The only reason to care," he went on, "is that 
water is gift. Now, even a poor Greek scholar like you, Wisner, knows that 
'grace' and 'gift' come from the same word. Water is grace."  
     St. Thomas Aquinas said there are two responses we can offer to the gift of 
creation: the first is awe, the second is gratitude. Awe is often a reflexive re-
sponse to the sights we fishers are privileged to see. When it comes to gratitude, 
sometimes we need to be reminded, like I remind my grandsons, "Now what do 
you say?" and they chorus, "Thank you." If we listen carefully, we might hear 
the waters whisper, "You are welcome." 
                                                         -Don Wisner 

President’s Cast……………….. 

Publication Notice 
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��  is the 
official newsletter of the WI River 
Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited.  
Regular editions for 2009 will be 
January/February, March/April, 
May/June, July/August, September/
October, and November/December.     
    Copy related to TU events, cold-
water resources, or trout and salmon 
fishing is welcome.  Deadline for 
copy is two weeks prior to publica-
tion date.  The January/February 
edition’s copy deadline is December 
15, 2008. 
     Copy should be submitted to the 
editor, at  WeBeTrout@aol.com, or 
by mail to Mike Pierce, 3351 North 
13th Street, Wausau, WI, 54403 

Appreciating the Gifts of Creation, on 
Their Own Terms………………. 

Fly Tying Classes Are 
Starting in January, 
Sign Up Now!! 
Introduction to fly tying classes will be 
offered by the Wisconsin River Valley 
TU Chapter on four evenings in Janu-
ary and February. 
      Ever wanted to try fly tying? This 
is your opportunity to stop dreaming 
and start doing.   Fly tying is an easily 
learned skill, and the satisfaction of 
catching fish on flies you have tied 
yourself can make a good day great. 
     Our classes will teach students the 
basics of tool and material handling, in 
addition to teaching some universal 
fish catching patterns.  By the end of 
the class, students should be able to tie 
basic dry flies, wet flies, nymphs, and 
streamers from standard fly pattern 
recipes. 
     To register, contact newsletter edi-
tor Mike Pierce by email  at  
WeBeTrout@aol.com, phone at (715) 
843-0701, or snail mail at 3351 North 
13th Street, Wausau, WI, 54403. 
     Dates and times for the classes will 
be finalized through survey of students 
and instructors.  Fees (if any) will be 
kept minimal and charged only to 
cover the cost of student materials.   
Tools such as vises, bobbins, hackle 
pliers, etc. will be available for use on 
loan during the class.   



Five Major Choices in Fly Fishing Affect Success….. 
The Fly Vest: Fly Patterns, Presentation Tips, and Gear for Northwoods Trout and Salmon 

Fly fishers tend to focus on fly choice as the key to 
success. The first thing we ask some one that is 
successful is what fly are you using?   
      According to Norm Albiston, a fly fishing in-
structor at The University of Utah, there are 5 ma-
jor choices in fly fishing. They are the (A) the lo-
cation you fish, (B) the time of day you fish, (C) 
the water column you fish, (D) the fly(ies) you 
use, and (E) the action you impart.  Yet we almost 
always ask only about one of the five - (D) fly 
choice. In fact, all 5 choices determine whether 
you will catch fish. 
     In my view, choices (A-C) will determine (D)- 
the choice of flies, and (D) determines (E). These 
5 choices form a systematic method that will help 
you become a better fly fisherman. They can form 
a basic way to analyze what is going on, if you 
will examine what you are doing and why you are 
doing it, based on the five choices. 
     Here is the method to examine a new river. 
Break down a large river into small sections. The 
water type will generally determine the aquatic 
organisms. You are reading the water, but you 
should also be reading the food. Riffles for exam-
ple will generally have clinging mayflies and cased caddis, slower sections may have burrowing mayflies and so on. I turn 
over rocks and pull up some aquatic vegetation to confirm what lives underwater, and I shake a few bushes to see if there has 
been a hatch recently. 
      Based on (A) water type and what I have found when I looked at rocks and bushes, and (B) the time of day, I'll choose (C) 
the water column I'm going to fish. This determines (D) fly choice and that determines (E), how I am going to fish it. If there 
is a hatch going on, all 5 choices are determined when you decide to fish the hatch with a dry. 
     One last tip - in my experience, the first question that one should ask a successful fisher is not what fly they are using, but 

what water layer are they fishing and how they are fish-
ing it. I think this is the one important decision that is 
most often ignored. 
     In my experience, during non-hatch opportunistic 
feeding, a fish will take almost any fly that looks like 
food if it is presented at the right level with the right 
action. 
     On the San Juan River where almost all the fish are 
feeding all the time, the best tip I ever received was 
from guide Peggy Harrell. She said to change the 
weight rather than the fly. I have seen Peggy purposely 
put on the "wrong" fly, but take fish with it because she 
was fishing it at the right level with the right action. So 
take a tip from one of the best guides I have ever met; 
when nymphing, change the weight before changing 
the fly. 
                       -Henry Kanemoto 
      This article is copyrighted. No reproduction by 
electronic or other means is allowed without permis-
sion of the author. 

Fly selection for this rocky corner of a brushy brook trout stream is 
dependent upon a number of factors, starting with food, time of day, 
and hatching activity.  These factors affect where in the water col-
umn we fish, the action we impart to the fly, and the fly selection 
itself.  When we move to larger rivers, the process is the same, and 
we actually break the larger river into smaller “streams” within the 
river.  This logical process improves the size of fish caught as well 
as numbers. 

Fly selection is an important factor in success, but maybe not as impor-
tant as we think.  Four other factors: location, time of day, depth in the 
water column, and action imparted, may be more important. 
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  November 10th : Regularly 
scheduled member meeting.  
Speakers Henry Kanemoto 
and Gene Koshak will dis-
cuss locations and strategies 
for a successful western 
trout trip.  Program starts at 
7:00 PM.  Location: Gander 
Lodge inside the Wausau 
Gander Mountain.  Board 
meeting at 6:00 PM.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar of Upcoming Chapter Events 

January 12th: Board meet-
ing at 6:00 PM.  Member 
meeting and program to 
follow at 7:00 PM.  Pro-
gram to be announced in 
January/February 2009 
Newsletter which will be 
received prior to the mem-
ber meeting. 
 
January (dates to be final-
ized):  Introduction to Fly 
Tying for Northwoods An-
glers.  Contact newsletter 
editor Mike Pierce by 
email, mail, or phone to 
sign up and get more infor-
mation. 

December 8th:  Board meet-
ing at 6:00 PM.  Member 
meeting and election of offi-
cers at 7:00 PM.   Members 
interested in serving or inter-
ested in nominating someone 
to serve as an officer should 
contact President John 
Meachen  prior to the meet-
ing.  No entertainment or 
program is scheduled due to 
holidays and schedule con-
flicts.  Location: Gander 
Lodge inside the Wausau 
Gander Mountain.  

November 2008 December 2008 January 2009 


