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January Program on Trout Food Organisms and Imitating Them 

The January 12, 2009, member program 
will feature Henry Kanemoto discussing 
natural trout foods, fly design to imitate 
those food items, fly materials, and fly 
tying.  The program will start at 7:00 PM 
in Gander Lodge at the Wausau Gander 
Mountain located in the Cedar Creek 
Mall complex. 
     Members do not need to be fly tiers 
or fly fishers to benefit from the pro-
gram, as it will include excerpts from an 
acclaimed DVD on trout food organ-
isms.  This DVD features underwater footage of the food 
organisms at various stages of their lives and can be an eye 
opener for bait, spinner, and fly fishers.   
     If you are a fly fisher, Henry’s program will improve 
your understanding of fly selection, improve your ability to 
select flies to purchase, and improve your ability to criti-

Big Canadian Brook Trout on a Budget is February Program 
It may be winter, but it is not too early to start planning 
summer trout adventures.  WI River Valley TU board mem-
ber Mike Pierce will present a program on the big brook 
trout of Kwagama Lake, Ontario, Canada, for the February 
9th member meeting.  The program will start at 7:00 PM 
and be at the usual location, Gander Lodge in the Wausau 
Gander Mountain. 
      Kwagama Lake is located approximately 120 miles 
north and west of Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, and can only be 
accessed  by train from Sault Ste. Marie or float plane from 
several locations.  There is no public road access to the lake, 
and Kwagama Lodge is the only resort on the lake.  Ap-

proximately 120 persons fish the lake over the entire season, 
and brookies there grow large due to low angling pressure 
and rich food sources.     
     Every season, anglers catch brook trout up to 23” under 
the best conditions, and catch good numbers of brookies 
between 15” and 19” during prime times.  These trout may 
not be as big as the brookies of Labrador, but they are re-
spectable trophies.  An all inclusive week at Kwagama can 
be had for under $1,000.  Kwagama is very accessible for 
Wausau anglers as Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario can be reached 
in a six hour drive. 
     Kwagama Lake Lodge only offers a full service, all in-
clusive option, where meals, boat, and motor are included.  
The owners cater to all forms of fishing from flies to bait, so 
this program will be of interest to all members of our chap-
ter.  Mike will explain why you should consider a trip to 
Kwagama Lake, what to take, and dates that give you the 
best chance at larger fish. 
     Once at Kwagama Lake, there are no stores or other 
sources for supplies, so taking everything needed is an im-
portant element of success.    Float tubes to access walk in 
lakes, side scan depth finders, and a fly tying kit can make a 
big difference in success.    Join Mike in February to learn 
how you can take a trip back in time on the Algoma Rail-
road to Kwagama Lake Lodge and catch big brookies on a 
budget. 

cally judge new patterns for fish catching 
abilities. 
     If you are a fly tier, this program will im-
prove your ability to tie patterns that catch 
fish and to imitate the naturals. 
     If you are a bait or spinner fisher, it will 
give you insights on trout food items, their 
life cycles, and their influence on the trout. 
     This program will also be an introduction 
to the fly tying class being offered February 
28th.  Students will be able to register for the 
February 28th fly tying instruction, or ask 

questions and get more information on that program. 
      Interested in learning to tie flies or just looking to under-
stand trout foods and their imitators better?  Whether you 
fish flies, spinners or bait, this program will be a great way 
to start the new year and get excited about getting your gear 
ready for a new season. 

Brookies like this 18” beauty can be common at Kwagama 
Lake Lodge at the right times with the right gear. 

Why are parachute patterns so ef-
fective? Find out at the January 
program 



 "If you don't know where you are going, how are you going to know when you 
get there?" 
      Several years ago I was fishing alone on a stretch of river I know very well.  
At least I thought I knew.  On this particular June night I had fished well into 
the dark. It was nearly midnight when I decided to give up and take the short 
cut through the woods to my car.  On this nearly moonless night I found my 
very familiar woods very unfamiliar.  To have even marginally functioning 
batteries in my cap light and a compass would have helpful.  After nearly an 
hour of wandering I came out of the woods a half mile from my car.  After that 
night spare batteries and a compass are as much a part of my vest as fly boxes, 
tippet and floatant. 
      The Wisconsin River Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited has a long history 
of knowing where it was going.  Our history is one of facing the challenge in 
restoring a neglected resource by raising money and working to pass on a leg-
acy of cold, clean water.  That remains our mission, our destination. 
     Today the challenges we face today are many and more varied than before.  
To whom do we pass on this legacy?  Fewer people, especially youth and 
women are fishing.  That is a challenge.  Money for restoration efforts is in 
jeopardy during hard economic times.  That is a challenge.  Demands for hous-
ing development especially in our wild places are increasing.  That is a chal-
lenge.   Increased population growth, climate change, groundwater exploitation 
and invasive species are problems that confront us all.   
      So where are we going? 
     We are going to the same place that we always have gone. We are going to 
conserve protect and restore our cold water resources and their environments.  
We are going to the same place but our tools and methods need to change to 
meet the demands this age places on us.  Your chapter leadership will be enter-
ing into strategic planning to discover the tools and methods needed to continue 
to get where we need to go. This chapter may look and act differently but we 
will not neglect our task. We as your leaders can not do it alone.  Please make 
every effort to support this chapter and its work.  Attend the chapter meetings, 
help with the banquet, work on stream projects, volunteer your talents, and con-
tribute your time, efforts and money.  This chapter will need all hands to face 
the challenges.   
     Maybe a fresh set of "batteries and a compass" better known as energy and 
direction will help get us to where we need to go. 
                                                                      -John Meachen 

President’s Cast……………….. 
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��  is the 
official newsletter of the WI River 
Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited.  
Regular editions for 2009 will be 
January/February, March/April, 
May/June, July/August, September/
October, and November/December.     
    Copy related to TU events, cold-
water resources, or trout and salmon 
fishing is welcome.  Deadline for 
copy is two weeks prior to publica-
tion date.  The March/April edi-
tion’s copy deadline is February 15, 
2008. 
     Copy should be submitted to the 
editor, at  WeBeTrout@aol.com, or 
by mail to Mike Pierce, 3351 North 
13th Street, Wausau, WI, 54403 

Our Challenges May Force Us to Change 
Methods, But Goals will Remain the Same 

Help Wanted: The 
WRVTU Chapter is 
Looking for a Few 
Good Men and 
Women………… 
 
The WRVTU Chapter is looking for 
members who can help us with some 
upcoming projects.  The following 
positions/needs are open and waiting 
for one or more members to take on 
the opportunity……….. 
WANTED:   Speakers for member 
meetings.  The chapters is seeking 
knowledgeable speakers who can pro-
vide entertaining and instructive pro-
grams of between 60 and 90 minutes 
on topics of interest to the general TU 
membership.  We are especially look-
ing for speakers who can discuss spin-
ner, lure, and bait fishing for north-
woods trout.  Please contact chapter 
president John Meachen at 
4js@charter.net or 675-4920 to apply. 
WANTED:   Strategic Planner  
If you or someone you know has ex-
pertise in strategic planning, please 
contact chapter president John 
Meachen at 4js@charter.net or 675-
4920.  We are looking for someone to 
guide us through a planning process to 
assist the Board in planning our chap-
ter’s goals, objectives, and the meth-
ods by which we can attain them. 

When you joined TU you were asked to provide an email address if you had one.  
Some of you did this and many did not. We would like to keep you informed of 
upcoming events and meetings by email.  If you are interested in receiving up to 
date information about your chapter electronically please send an email request-
ing to be included to info@wrvtu.org .  All email addresses will be used for 
chapter announcements only and your address will be hidden from other recipi-
ents.  We will not give our email list to anyone including national TU.  Those 
who wish to receive the newsletter electronically (and in full color) may request 
that as well.  This would save your chapter printing and postage costs. 

Sign up for Email: Get Immediate Notice 
of Chapter Functions and Help Cut Costs  



Learn to Tie Effective Trout Flies at our Fly Tying 
Class February 28th…………………………. 
The Wisconsin River Valley Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited will be offering an in depth 
fly tying for beginners class February 28, 
2009, at Gander Lodge inside the Wausau 
Gander Mountain store.  The class will be 
from 9:00 AM until 4:00 PM   It is designed 
to teach students some specific, effective 
trout fly patterns while also covering the 
general tying techniques needed to tie flies 
using standard fly recipes.   
     Henry Kanemoto and Mike Pierce will be 
lead instructors for the class and other ex-
perienced tiers from the chapter will be present to provide 
some one-on-one assistance to new tiers who may want/
need additional help during the day with a pattern or tech-
nique.   
     The patterns demonstrated will include: the bead head 
wooly bugger, the bead head caddis pupa, the pheasant tail 
nymph, the hare’s ear nymph, the elk hair caddis, a para-
chute mayfly imitator, the foam ant, the foam beetle, the 
spruce fly streamer, and the muddler minnow.  If time per-
mits, the Letort hopper will also be taught.  These basic 
patterns in varying sizes would enable students to catch fish 
throughout the season on most northwoods trout streams. 
     Students are encouraged to bring their own vise and tool 
set, but a limited number of tool sets will be available for 
rental for the day for those tiers who want to try fly tying 
before they buy tools and materials.  Cost of the class is 
$35.00 for Trout Unlimited members or family members of 
TU members.  Cost for non-members of TU is $50.00.  The 
cost of renting tools for the day is an additional $10.00.   
     Students will receive materials packets containing 
enough supplies to tie at least five (5) flies of each pattern 
taught during the class.  The class fee is primarily set to 
defray the cost of student fly tying materials, and the in-
structors and preceptors are donating their time and personal 
supplies.  Any profit from this class will be forwarded to the 
Chapter’s general fund and be used to fund stream improve-
ment projects and future educational offerings.  Some ex-
cess materials not used for student needs may be available 
for purchase during class.  Gander Mountain also has a well 
stocked fly tying department where students can purchase 
additional materials for use after class.   
     A minimum of six students must be registered for the 
class to take place.  If we do not have six students by the 
February 14th deadline, we will cancel the class.  We are 
limiting the maximum number of students to 12, to allow 
good teacher/student interaction.  Registrations will be 
available at our member meetings in January and February.  
Registrations will also be available for download on our 
website at: www.wrvtu.org  or by calling Mike Pierce at 
843-0701.    Registrations will be closed February 14, 2009, 
two weeks prior to the class.  If the class is cancelled, pre-
registered students will receive a full refund of their class 

fees 
      Fly tying classes with experienced in-
structors are the fastest way for beginners to 
learn the correct methods and techniques for 
tying flies, and to get started correctly.  It is 
a lot easier to learn the correct way from the 
start than it is to unlearn bad habits.  In addi-
tion to teaching tying techniques, the in-
structors will also discuss fly tying materi-
als, tools, and supplies in depth, teaching 
students how to select the best materials for 
an intended use.  Knowing how to select 

materials enables tiers to produce higher quality flies faster, 
for less cost, and prevents them from owning useless mate-
rials and inadequate tools.   
      Although listed as a “beginner’s class” this class’ focus 
on  fundamental skills will help tiers who have some tying 
experience to tie neater, more consistent flies.  At the com-
pletion of the class, students should be able to tie the ten 
basic flies demonstrated in class, should be able to demon-
strate how to select fly tying materials suitable for the pur-
pose, and be able to tie flies from simple fly recipes. 

The Wisconsin River Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
has achieved some ambitious goals during the past twenty 
years, and we hope to continue that level of achievement 
into the next twenty years.   To maintain our commitment to 
local stream improvement we need to improve the net in-
come from our banquet. 
     Due to our low general fund balance our chapter had to, 
for 2009, turn down a request to jointly fund (with ten other 
TU Chapters) extra summer workers dedicated to trout 
stream rehab and improvement in our region.  This was a 
worthy use of member money, but our fund was too low to 
make a commitment to this project.     
     Many of our members are facing tough economic times.  
As difficult as times may be WRVTU will need help from 
all our members in 2009 if we are to fund future stream im-
provements and fund the special trout stream workers in 
2010 that we couldn’t fund in 2009.  If you cannot donate 
cash or merchandise, how about helping at the banquet? 
     We need your donations of auction items and door prizes 
for the banquet.  We need workers at the banquet.  Most 
importantly, we need your ideas to make the banquet more 
fun and profitable.    Can you help us make our 2009 ban-
quet our best fundraiser ever?  If you can help, contact John 
Meachen at info@wrvtu.org or 675-4920, or the editor of 
the newsletter at WeBeTrout@aol.com or call 843-0701.  

Help Us Help the Trout:  
Donations and Your Ideas 
Needed for Banquet Success 

Want to learn how to tie flies like 
this spruce fly streamer?  Come 
to our Feb. 28th class and find 
out how easy it can be!!!!! 



 

 WI River Valley Chapter 
3351 North 13th Street 
Wausau, WI  54403 

 

January 12th : Regularly 
scheduled member meeting. 
Member program starts at 
7:00 PM.  Speaker Henry 
Kanemoto will present a 
program on trout food or-
ganisms, flies, fly selection, 
and fly materials.   An out-
line and discusssion of the fly 
tying class set for February 
28th will also be presented, 
and interested students can 
register for the class.   Loca-
tion: Gander Lodge inside 
the Wausau Gander Moun-
tain.  Board meeting will 
precede the member meeting 
at 6:00 PM.   

Calendar of Upcoming Chapter Events 
Gander Mountain.  See the 
article on page 3 for more 
information.  Pre-
registration is required and 
spaces in the class are lim-
ited.  Registration will be 
closed two weeks prior to 
the class.  Don’t miss this 
opportunity to learn the sat-
isfying art of tying your 
own flies.  

March 9th: Regularly 
scheduled member meeting. 
Member program starts at 
7:00 PM.  Speaker to be an-
nounced.  Board meeting 
precedes member meeting 
at 6:00 PM. 

February 9th:  Regularly 
scheduled member meeting 
at 7:00 PM.  Mike Pierce will 
speak on fishing for the large 
brook trout of Kwagama 
Lake and booking an afford-
able wilderness adventure 
there in 2009.  Location: 
Gander Lodge inside the 
Wausau Gander Mountain. 
Board meeting at 6:00 PM.    
 
February 28th:  9:00 AM 
until 4:00 PM, beginner’s fly 
tying class taught by Henry 
Kanemoto and Mike Pierce.  
Class will be taught at Gan-
der Lodge in the Wausau 

January 2009 February 2009 

March 2009 


