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WI River Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited  Newsletter                                 February/March 2008 

“Fly Fishing for Trout on Wisconsin’s Stillwater” t o be 
Presented by Jon Kort at February 11th Meeting 

     Join us at the Gander Lodge in the 
Wausau Gander Mountain, 6:00 PM, 
February 11, 2008, and let Jon get 
you fired up to try some of the trout 
spring ponds and lakes Wisconsin 
has to offer. 

The Wisconsin River Valley TU 
Chapter is proud to present Mr. Jon 
Kort as our featured speaker at our 
February member meeting.  Jon will 
be presenting the program, “Fly 
Fishing for Trout on Wisconsin’s 
Stillwater.”  His program will start at 
6:00 PM.  Since his program nor-
mally runs over two hours, we have 
scheduled an abbreviated  business 
meeting following the program.   
     If you have been curious about 
this resource, or wanting to try some 
stillwater trout action for yourself, 
Jon is the best qualified person in the 
state to get you started right.    If you 
already have some stillwater knowl-
edge, Jon can  help you refine your 
techniques and improve your success 
     Jon's friends and students have 
this to say about him: 
      “I have had the opportunity to 

watch him in action on a couple 
of spring ponds and he is by far 
one of the most knowledgeable 
stillwater fishermen I have seen.   
      “If you want to learn how to 
fish these little Northern Wis-
consin gems, feed him a little 
Sprugeon Wine around a camp-
fire with friends and keep your 
mouth shut and listen.”  
      “Best source for Wisconsin 
spring pond info in the state. 
 Period!”  
      “It still amazes me that one 
small wheelchair can hold a 
trainload of wisdom, courage and 
heart." 
      “Noted angler, fly tyer, font of 
spring pond knowledge, 
and possessor of extraordinary good 
humor and patience.” 
      “This presentation is a must see.” 

Jon Kort fly fishing for trout on a Wisconsin 
stream 

“Students, Water Studies, Trout and the Prairie River” to 
be Presented by John Heusinkveld March 10th 

Our March 
10th member 
meeting will 
feature Mr. 
John Heus-
inkveld  shar-
ing his in-
sights of the 
Prairie River.  
The program 

starts at 7:00 PM in Gander Lodge at 
the Wausau Gander Mountain. 
     John will share techniques and 
knowledge gleaned from many years 
of work with students from the Col-
lege of Natural Resources at UW-
Stevens Point.   John has a wealth of 

knowledge and opinions as to the 
future of our cold water resources.     
He is particularly interested in the 
recent regulation changes and the 
possible effects on the Prairie. 
     John’s strong views and ideas are 
backed by practical field experience 
and extensive educational achieve-
ment.  John earned a BA degree in 
Environmental Geography from the 
Univ. of Iowa and a MS from UWSP 
in Human and Community Re-
sources with emphasis in adult and 
environmental education.  
     He currently resides on the 
grounds at Treehaven, the UWSP/ 
CNR Field Station near Tomahawk, 

WI, where he is Assistant Direc-
tor.   He oversees adult and youth 
programs, educational resources, 
marketing, and other administra-
tive duties as assigned.  
   John was recently recognized 
for his significant contributions to 
the field of environmental educa-
tion by the Wisconsin Association 
of Environmental Educators 
(WAEE). 
      He enjoys all things outdoors, 
especially if he can convince his 
8-year-old daughter, Julianna, to 
join him. 
     Join us for an insightful eve-
ning discussing the Prairie River. 



     Wisconsin River Valley Chap-
ter’s 26th annual fundraising ban-
quet is set for Saturday April 5, 
2008, at Memories Ballroom.  
Memories Ballroom is located at 
1485, Highway NN, Marathon, 
Wisconsin.  Special guest for the 
evening is Mr. Duke Welter, Chair-
man, TU National Leadership 
Council.  
     John Meachen will again serve 
as master of ceremonies, which 
means lots of good “Herb” stories. 
     Doors open at 5:30 PM, and the 
meal will be served at 6:30 PM.  
The meal will be served family 
style, assuring plenty of everything.   
     Great silent auction items, bucket 
raffles, and special raffles help us 
raise more for the trout.  Tickets are 
$35.00 each or two/couples for 
$60.00.  A banquet mailing will be 
coming out soon, but you can order 
your tickets now by writing to Brian 
Marnholtz, N2675 Highway 107, 
Merrill, WI, 54452.   

I recently finished a book entitled, "Last Child 
in the Woods" by Richard Louv.  The author 
describes the present reality which sees children 
increasingly separated from the natural world.  
He contends that we can trace a good deal of 
society's troubles to the rapid move away from 
nature to artificial electronic realities and highly 
structured play.  Video games and soccer 
leagues are replacing our age old activities of 
goofing around in the woods and building tree 
houses.  When was the last time you saw a tree house in your neighborhood?  If 
you did you probably don't live in town or they had to get a permit and insur-
ance for it. 
     This presents a challenge for groups like Trout Unlimited that care for the 
environment.  Without a steady stream of young people getting away from their 
video games, unplugging their IPods and engaging in unstructured outdoor 
play, we lose a generation of people not connected enough to care for our natu-
ral resources.  We are seeing the loss of young people in hunting and fishing.  
The purchase of hunting and fishing licenses has dropped steadily over that past 
several years. Some folks say "Good! That means less competition for me on 
the streams and in the woods."  The fact is that the less people go afield and to 
water means there are fewer voices to speak and work for our natural resources.  
If you and I don't act to change this pattern all, our stream improvement work 
will be for nothing.  Who will be there to inherit, care for, and protect our cold 
water resources? 
     We, as a TU chapter and as individuals, need to find ways to introduce 
young people and adults to the wonders that you and I experience.  It won't be 
easy but we need to take kids fishing.  We need to provide opportunities to in-
struct people of all ages in the joy most of us have found in our trout waters.  
Your chapter has and will continue to provide opportunities to involve young 
people in cold water preservation and recreation.  Last year, in partnership with 
the Boys and Girls Club of Wausau and in cooperative educational events with 
Wausau East and Edgar high schools, your chapter involved over 100 young 
people.  We hope to continue that work this year.  With your help we can make 
a lasting difference. 
                                                                     -John Meachen 

President’s Cast Save the Date!!!! 
Annual WI River 
Valley Chapter  
Banquet Set for 
April 5, 2007 

“Last Child in the Woods” Gives 
Us All Something to Think About 

Important Notice!!!  Bylaw Changes 
Vote Set for February Meeting after 
Jon Kort Presentation…………... 
Our amended bylaws will be voted on at our February 11, 2008, chapter meeting.  
At the conclusion of  Jon Kort's presentation, WI River Val-
ley Chapter members present will vote to adopt or reject  the 
revised bylaws.  We need at least 13 current chapter members  
participating in the vote to legally adopt the new bylaws. 
These bylaws may be inspected on the www.wrvtu.org web-
site on the "Links" page.  For those who wish to have a 
printed copy please contact John Meachen at 675-4920.   
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��  is the 
official newsletter of the WI River 
Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited.  
Regular editions for 2008 will be 
February/March, April/May, June/
July, August/September, October/
November, and December/January.   
    Copy related to TU events, cold-
water resources, or trout and salmon 
fishing is welcome.  Deadline for 
copy is two weeks prior to publica-
tion date.  The April/May edition’s 
copy deadline is March 18, 2008. 
     Copy, ideas, and suggestions 
should be submitted to the editor, at  
WeBeTrout@aol.com, or by mail to 
Mike Pierce, 3351 North 13th 
Street, Wausau, WI, 54403 



Technical difficulties appeared to be 
derailing a program by Gary Borger 
at the January 14th meeting.  The 
projector at Gander Lodge refused to 
sync up with his laptop, and for a 
tense 15 minutes, guests and officers 
hoped for a fix to occur. 
     Technical assistance from Gander 
Mountain employees, and by cell 
phone to the manager could not get 
the program to project on the screen. 
     A good crowd had packed Gander 
Lodge to see Dr. Borger.  Officers of 
the chapter began to worry that 
members and guests (some of whom 
had driven from as far away as Green 
Bay) might not return to chapter 
meetings if sent hone without seeing 
the program that had been promised.    
     With little warning and fanfare 
Dr. Borger suddenly launched into 
his program on nymphing, sans 
visuals.  Who could have expected 
Dr. Borger to “wing it” and do his 
program without high quality images 
and illustrations?  Within a  few min-

utes, all in attendance were so caught 
up in his ideas that the missing 
visuals didn’t really matter. 
    For over an hour, Dr. Borger held 
the audience’s full attention as he 
discussed basic to advanced presen-
tation and nymphing strategies.  
From discussing the depth zones for 
nymphing and the techniques for 
each zone,  to creating an under-
standing of how drag is an enemy of 
all presentations, the audience re-
ceived an overload of ideas and in-
sights. 
     By engaging the audience, creat-
ing visual images in their heads, and 
offering logical solutions to fly fish-
ing problems, Dr. Borger presented a 
program that was of value to fly fish-
ers of all skill levels, from novice to 
expert. 
     Few speakers have the grace un-
der fire to push forward and present a 
great fly fishing program without one 
slide or image.  Those in attendance 
at the January meeting  now under-

stand why Dr. Borger is one of the 
most sought after speakers in the US.  
Those who missed the program 
missed a great show.   Don’t miss 
future programs!   

Gary Borger’s Program WOWS Crowd in January  

Dr. Borger makes a point about 
leader construction during January 
14th program 

Traditional eastern, wet fly patterns 
with quill, hackle fiber, or sparse hair 
wings were made to sink immedi-
ately and be fished “on the swing”.   
Their appearance and presentation 
mimicked salmon flies, upon which 
many patterns were based. 
     Veteran northwoods tiers take a 
different direction and tie some of  
their wets with a full kip tail wing, 
resembling a trude fly.  The bulkier 
wing allows these flies to float for a 
good distance before being jerked 

under the surface film.   
     A floating wet fly seems like an 
oxymoron, but it has an important 
place in the fly box.  On the surface, 
it can be fished like a dry fly.  Once 
under the surface, the fly can be 
drifted further downstream just under 
the surface, or the “swing” portion of 
the presentation can be initiated.  The 
high visibility of the white wing al-
lows fly fishers to easily see the fly 
just under the surface, so they can 
follow its progress throughout the 
drift and swing.  
     A kip tail wing tied full will float 
an amazing distance.  While floating, 
the fly is covering water as a dry, but 
it also allows the fly fisher to ma-
nipulate the fly where he or she 
wants it to be before sinking it. 
     For beginners, a short down-
stream cast teamed with fast line 
feed out can allow the fly fisher to 
effectively cover water much further 

away than they can cast.   
    A floating wet fly teamed with 
feeding line to a downstream cast is 
also an advanced tool that allows 
skilled fly fishers to precisely sneak 
wet flies under overhanging 
branches, past rootballs, around logs, 
and under a canopy of tag alders.   
    Wet flies snuck into sheltered  
areas of snags, overhangs, and brush 
are often successful because few flies 
can get back under the cover and still 
maintain a lifelike presentation.   
     A wet fly that swims under over-
hanging branches allows the trout to 
take without coming out from under 
the cover, but also allows the leader 
to be under the surface and free from 
the hanging vegetation.   
     “Dry” wet flies offer the fly fisher 
unique presentation capabilities that 
conventional dries, nymphs, wets, 
and streamers cannot. 
                       -  Mike Pierce 

“Dry” Wet Flies? A Great Northwoods Innovation!!!! 
The Fly Vest: Fly Patterns, Presentation Tips, and Gear for Northwoods Trout and Salmon 

A  full wing, “dry” wet fly 

WI River Valley TU Chapter in Action 



 

 WI River Valley Chapter 
3351 North 13th Street 
Wausau, WI  54403 

 

February 11th, 6:00 PM 
Member Meeting, Gander Lodge, 
Wausau Gander Mountain. Spe-
cial starting time 6:00 PM.  Pro-
gram: “Flyfishing for Trout on 
Wisconsin’s Still Water” by Jon 
Kort. Program from 6:00 PM 
until 8:30 PM.   Another great 
program that should not be 
missed!!!! 
 
February 11th 8:30 PM 
Immediately following the pro-
gram, at 8:30 PM, members need 
to vote on the new bylaws for the 
chapter.  A minimum of 13 chap-
ter members must be present and 
vote on the bylaws for the chap-
ter to legally adopt them. 

Calendar of Upcoming Chapter Events 

Duke Welter, Chairman, TU Na-
tional Leadership Council.  Great 
food,  great raffles, great door 
prizes, and great fun. (And we get 
to help the trout too!) 
 
April 14th, 6:00  -  7:00 PM 
Chapter Board/Business Meeting 
 
April 14th 7:00 PM 
Chapter meeting and program.  
Program: “My Bois Brule  -  
Studies, Stories, and Song” pre-
sented by Dr. Arne Salli, UW 
Professor Emeritus.  Join Dr. 
Salli for a great program on the 
Brule. 
 

March 10th, 6:00  -  7:00 PM 
Chapter Board/Business Meeting 
 
March 10th, 7:00 PM 
Chapter meeting and program.  
Program: “Water Studies, Stu-
dents, and Trout on the Prairie 
River” by John Heusinkveld.  John 
has a welth of knowledge and opin-
ions on the future of our cold wa-
ter resources. 

April 5th, 5:30 PM, Wiscon-
sin River Chapter TU Ban-
quet at Memories Ballroom.  
Doors open at 5:30 PM, meal 
served at 6:30 PM.   Special guest 

February 2008 March 2008 

April 2008 

April 2008 (cont.) 


