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Prairie River
Category 5 Regs
Removed, Now
Entire River Is
Category 4

The Spring Conservation Congress
hearings contained a resolution ask-

ing the order to suspend the category

five regulations on the Prairie River
be reversed. This resolution, which

had State TU support was a last ditch

attempt to halt the removal of the
special regulations which had restric-
tive harvest regulations on five miles
of the Prairie from CCC to R&H
roads. The regulations were sched-
uled to be returned to category four
because of a previous CC hearing
and Natural Resources Board vote.
The emergency resolution to retain
the category five regulations was
instituted because critical, scientific
information was not included in the
original vote.

The emergency resolution to keep
the category five regulations passed
statewide but lost in Lincoln and
Marathon counties. A combination
of local resistance to retain the regu-
lations and the already distributed
trout regulation booklet, making en-
forcement problematic, saw the
Natural Resources Board vote 5-2 to
allow the special regulations to be
removed. All of the Prairie River is
now category four.

The controversy surrounding the
removal of special regs on the Prairie
has caused the State Trout Unlimited
leadership to recommend creation of
a TU Trout Regulations Advisory
Board. WRVTU'’s John Meachen
has been appointed to the committee
charged with structuring the board
and defining its mission.

A small group of dedicated Wisconsin

River Valleyriembers made the April

19th stream clean up day on the Plover river a sasc Note the huge amount
of trash removed from the stream. A big thanlalterho participated.

Summer Meeting Break Scheduled
Following Busy Start to 2008............

Summer Break

With trout season in full swing and
summer beckoning, Chapter meet-
ings and programs have been sus-
pended for June, July, and August.
Chapter meetings will resume Sep-
tember 8th and continue through the
fall with a full slate of programs.
Newsletters will continue during the
summer. Members can check out the
August/September newsletter or the
chapter website to get updates on
speakers scheduled for the fall.

26th Annual Banquet

Our 26th annual banquet was an eve-
ning filled with fun and support.

The highlight of the evening was the
presentation of the Lee and Joan
Wulff Conservation Award to Herb
Hintze. The award celebrating out-

standing effort in the cold water fish-
ery conservation was presented by
Duke Welter, National Trout Unlim-
ited Leadership Council Chaigpe-
cial thanks to Brian Marnholtz who
spearheaded much of the work and
Sheldon Schooler for chairing the
committee and keeping us on task.
Next year's banquet is already in the
planning stages.

Plover River Clean Up

A small but dedicated crew showed
up for our first Plover River Clean up
on April 19. Itis truly amazing

how much stuff people just dump!
After a hard morning, the crew ad-
journed to the Dells of the Eau Claire
for Zillman brats and other delica-
cies. More clean up days on the
Plover are already being planned.



State TU Creates
Trout Reg Board

The State Council of Trout Unlim-
ited at their April 26th meeting

called for the creation of a "Trout
Regulations Advisory Board." This
ad hoc group will study the issues
surrounding trout regulations, TU's
role, and specific duties this advisory
board will take. A formal proposal

on this committee will be presented
for a vote at the fall state council
meeting. Those appointed to create
the board proposal are: Bill Heart,
State Chair; Kim McCarthy, North-
east Region Vice-Chair; Brian

Hegge, President Northwoods Chap-

ter; Bob Hunt, retired fisheries man-
ager; John Meachen, President Wis-
consin River Valley Chapter; Duke
Andrews, retired fisheries manager;
and Bob Hasse, Shaw-Paca Chapter

Member Work Hours
Documentation

WRVTU now has a new feature on
the website allowing members to
electronically enter hours worked on
chapter projects. These hours need
to be documented as part of the
Chapter Effectiveness Index (CEI)
audit. Officers and members who
work on chapter activities are urged

to enter their hours on the website, or

to submit them in hard copy to John
Meachen.

Publication Notice

The is the
official newsletter of the WI River
Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited.
Regular editions for 2008 will be
February/March, April/May, June/
July, August/September, October
November, and December/January.

Copy related to TU events, cold

water resources, or trout and salnjon

fishing is welcome. Deadline for
copy is two weeks prior to publica
tion date. The August/September
edition’s copy deadline is July 23,
2008.

Copy should be submitted to tHe
editor, at WeBeTrout@aol.com, c’i
by mail to Mike Pierce, 3351 Nort
13th Street, Wausau, WI, 54403

-

President’s Cast
The good old days are now!!!!

What a glorious time of the year to be living irrtocentral Wisconsin. Win-
ter has taken its slow retreat. The time is nowdmut on and in the waters that
we love. That is why, except for the occasionatkwaroject, our chapter will
not be meeting in June, July, or August. It isgtiton be outdoors and revel in
what this magnificent part of our world freely givo us. We are truly fortu-
nate to be living here, experiencing the fruitshef hard work and commitment
of people who care for our natural resources.at, in many ways we are liv-
ing in the "Good Old Days".

At the TU State Council Meeting on April 28dtened to a discussion about
the creation of the current trout management systiecategorized streams.
This discussion was prompted by the recent loskeo€ategory five section of
the Prairie River and the threats to the currestesy by those who wish to
replace it with a "one size fits all" regulatiorisusture. Bob Hunt and Duke

Some of us can remember twenty years ago when small
trout were the norm and when stocking trucks would dump
"keepers" at bridges......................

Andrews, both retired DNR fisheries managers tald they and others were
given the task of improving the quality of Wiscamisitrout fishing. It seems
that the "Good Old Days" were not so good. Somasafan remember twenty
years ago when small trout were the norm and wiakisg trucks would
dump "keepers" at bridges.

The complaint then by many trout fishermen alathat they could catch
were either hatchery trout or small brookies. Ehigsheries managers devised
a plan of reduced and regulated harvest which weaity depending on the
individual stream. This would allow greater nunsbef larger trout to survive,
creating opportunities for natural reproductiorsireams capable of this. They
told tales of traveling to any sportsmen and coraten group meeting that
would listen to them. They shared a plan for qudigheries that could be re-
stored by a combination of specific stream harvegtlations and habitat resto-
ration. Much to their surprise, their efforts paifiand the present trout fisher-
ies management plan was adopted.

Twenty years later the result is quality, matweproducing trout streams
that are something of which we in Wisconsin canrbly proud. In fact the
regulated harvest plan has been successfully adié@temallmouth, musky,
walleye and other species. Because of the vigidrparsistence of a handful
of fisheries managers a generation ago the "Goddb@ys" are happening
right now.

The quality fishing which we are experiencimgyv is not automatically
guaranteed for the future. A generation has paseshe regulations were
adopted and not everyone remembers hatchery tnoiusia inch fish. Calls for
a "One Size Fits All" and socially dictated harvast once again heard. The
old red herrings of "the regulations are just tomplicated" and "kids can't
catch fish with artificial lures" are the lamerthe truth is, if you can read a
road map you can understand the regulations. #tikids can ride a bike, a
skateboard, and play video games they can surstyadslepps spinner with a
Zebco rod and reel.

We are living in the "Good Old Days" but thetsgs can change in a heart-
beat. We must be as persistent and vigilant aethisionary fishery managers
were a generation ago. We as individuals and Tuolimited must not let the
"Not So Good Old Days" return by our complacencgitance.

Now get out there and wet a line!

-John Meachen



The Fly Vest: Fly Patterns, Presentation Tips, and Gear for Northwoods Tremd Salmon

On Stream Fly Modification: Color Changes Made Easy

In a previous article, The Versatile Parachuiscussed
modifying flies by bending and snipping them totffie
hatch. But what if you don’t have the right coldiflg?
Virtually any light colored fly can be convertedara
darker fly.

In the early 1980s | stopped along the shofeel-
lowstone Lake for a picnic with my family. There sva
mayfly hatch and a fly fisher was trying to cat@ding
cutthroat without success. My sons and | riggedwpfly
rods and we didn't have success either. Howevean-
aged to catch a mayfly and it was a black sizevia.
regular grey parachute Adams would not work samkta
black art marker and colored the fly black. We indine
ately started to catch fish.

If you will carry a few Prismacolor markersdatien
tie a few flies in cream, you can convert a genflyiinto
a specific hatch pattern. The best place | havadan
line to purchase these art markers is Jerry’s Anbar at
http://www.jerrysartarama.com/art-supply-
stores/online/683 have a selection of art markers and
carry them in a zip lock bag. The basic colorsrhycare
light and dark grey, black, brown, olive, yellowdaARMD
colors.

Pale Morning Duns, (PMDs) can vary in colamfr
shades of olive to cream to pinkish so you neezhtoy
different colors that you can mix with the fliesuyoarry.
If you don't have olive, you can mix the brown amed
low to get olive. Since there is variation in cotanong
the naturals, you don't need to exactly match therc
You only need to get close enough to offer a reasien
imitation.

Another hatch that is difficult to match amagshop-
pers. Grasshoppers vary markedly in color and sigadi
from green to yellow to brown to black with eveeas of
some red. | have found it frustrating to try to aethe
coloration of hoppers when fishing the westernrsvaf
Montana. What | do now is to carry a light colopattern
and color it to match.

As you get to know the hatches on your homiersa
the times you need to modify your flies on streaith w
become fewer and fewer. The times when you need the
will usually be when you run out of the right cadrflies
and you need to “doctor” another color to match the
hatch. But when you travel to fish on new wateesry-
ing some art markers along can make the differbeee
tween success and failure.

- Henry Kanemoto
This article is copyrighted. No reproductionddec-
tronic or other means is allowed without permissibthe
author.
Editor’s note: The prismacolor markers mentioned in
the article are on sale at Jerry’s through Junehl @it
$1.99 each. Local price is $3.85.

Cream flies can be easily modified on stream with
waterproof markers to more closely imitate naturals

Waterproof markers like these carried in a few basi
colors can expand our ability to “match the hatch”

To compare the colors of this hopper to the one
above, go to the website version of the newsletter!



June2008

No scheduled events. Check the
website for updates on workdays
or fishing outings. Don’t miss this
year’'s Hex hatch!

July2008

No scheduled events. Check the
website for updates on workdays
or fishing outings. Members are

urged to take a youngster fishing!

August 2008

No scheduled events. Check the
website for updates on workdays
or fishing outings. Augustis a
great time to fish terrestrials like
hoppers, crickets, ants, and bee-
tles. These “big bites” are pretty
easy to tie flies that don’t have to

be perfect to get attention, so they

make great “first flies” for new fly
tiers who want success.

Calendar of Upcoming Chapter Events

September 2008

September 8th - Chapter
meetings resume. Board meeting
at 6:00 PM., Program at 7:00
PM. Speaker and program to be
announced in the August/
September Newsletter. Septem-
ber is a great time to try those
streamers and big wet flies that
got neglected in August.

WI River Valley Chapter
3351 North 13th Street
Wausau, WI 54403




