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“My Bois Brule - Studies, Stories, and Song” the
Presented by Dr. Arne Salli at April Chapter Meeting

Dr. Arne Salli will present a pro-
gram on the Bois Brule River at the
April 14th member meeting

Many of us have wistfully consid-
ered what it would be like to spend a

large portion of our life living on and
studying our favorite trout stream.
Attend our chapter meeting, April
14, 2008, 7:00 PM, at Gander
Mountain Lodge inside the Wausau
Gander Mountain to get a glimpse of
Dr. Salli’'s Bois Brule.

Dr. Arne Salli's journey down the
Brule will offer a program that is a
contemplative piece focusing on the
“why” of trout fishing as much as the
“how.”

There will be great technical in-
formation on the Bois Brule pre-
sented, but Dr. Salli also use a num-
ber of stories and songs to share his
love affair with one of our state’s and
nation’s most famous trout rivers.

From 1960 until his retirement
two years ago, Arne prowled the
Brule studying “young of the year”
trout. An acknowledged expert on

May Program: Hexteria, Tales and
Techniques for Fishing the Hex Hatch

At our May chapter meeting, mem-
bers can learn how to fish the giant
Michigan Mayfly (Hex) hatch.

The program will start at 7:00
PM, May 12th, at Gander Lodge
inside the Wausau Gander Mountain
store, located at Cedar Creek.

A panel of chapter members who
are experienced Hex addicts will
share what to use, how to scout for
likely spots, tips to make an evening
outing more fun, and precautions to
keep the experience safe.

The Hexagenia limbata hatch,
which occurs in north central Wis-
consin almost one month from the

day of the presentation, is an incredi- i

ble experience that is not to be
missed. We are fortunate to have in
our area some of the best rivers in
Wisconsin to experience this remark-
able spectacle of nature.

Don’t miss this program !

stream ecology and the legends of
the most famous Wisconsin trout

rivers, Dr. Salli offers a unique per-
spective on an incredible resource.

Appearing in many venues, one of
Dr. Salli's best remembered presen-
tations occurred on Michael
Feldman’s PBS radio program
“What D’ya Know?” During his
appearance he wowed the crowd
with a lurid tale of mating rainbow
trout and finished it off with a song
he wrote about the Brule.

Like all good trout fanatics, Dr.
Salli included his wife in his love of
the Brule, and took her to the Stew-
art's guide shack for their honey-
moon. This shack became his home
away from home for over 45 years.
As spring approaches, join Dr. Salli
and get fired up for a new season on
your favorite trout river.

Friends of the Prairie
River Workdays

Friends of the Prairie River have
invited our TU Chapter members to
help them at the following workdays:
April 5th , 8:00 AM until noon,
brushing and clearing springs. Bring
gloves, handsaw/chainsaw, eye pro-
tection, and waders if you have them.
To participate at this workday or for
more info, contact their president at,
joekrz@verizon.net , to confirm pro-
ject location and meeting place.
April 19th, 8:30 AM until noon,
Annual spring clean up of access
points from Parrish downstream to
Highway C. Lunch served. Meet at
Hay Meadow County Park, north of
Merrill on Highway 17 at 8:30 AM.
Possible brushing may take place in
afternoon.




Conservation
Congress Spring
Hearings set for
April 14th

The Conservation Congress
Spring Hearings will be held on
April 14 at 7:00 p.m. at the follow-
ing locations in our chapter’s dis-
trict:

Clark County, Greenwood
High School, West Gymnasium,
306 W. Central Ave., Greenwood

Lincoln County, Tomahawk
Elementary School, 1048 East
Kings Road, Tomahawk

Marathon County, D.C. Everes
Middle School, 9302 Schofield
Avenue, Schofield

Taylor County, Taylor Co. Fair
grounds, Multipurpose Building,
State Hwy. 13 and Hwy. 64 Inter-
section, Medford

Question #36 specifically addressgs

special regs on the Prairie River.
The full C.C. Hearing Questionnaife
is found at:
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/nrboard/cong

ess/spring%20hearings/2008/2008S

pringQuestionnaire.pdf

Publication Notice

The is the
official newsletter of the WI River
Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited.
Regular editions for 2008 will be
February/March, April/May, June/
July, August/September, October
November, and December/January.

Copy related to TU events, cold

water resources, or trout and salnjon

fishing is welcome. Deadline for
copy is two weeks prior to publica
tion date. The June/July edition’s
copy deadline is May 14, 2008.
Copy should be submitted to t{ie

editor, at WeBeTrout@aol.com,
by mail to Mike Pierce, 3351 Nort
13th Street, Wausau, WI, 54403

-

Guest Cast from State TU Chair

Letter from State TU Chair BiIll
Heart to WI River TU Chapter

Dear Wisconsin River Valley Chapter Members

| am writing to your chapter to inform the mesnghip of the Conservation
Congress Hearing, which will be held on Apri"dhroughout the state. The
guestion that | am most concerned about is theoartee Prairie River regula-
tion changes. This rule change was proposed a eafiplears ago and was
voted in at the hearings last year. A small grobimdividuals influenced the
WDNR to put this question on the ballot. The probMith that question was a
lot of important biological information was not lnded in the question. It was
presented as a solely social decision and hadgsrddor the fishery.

| have received many, many emails on thiségsuhe past month or so on
how Wisconsin Trout Unlimited should react to timgortant issue. TU’s Mis-
sion isTo conserve, protect and restore North Americals\eater fisheries
and their watershed&Ve as TU’ers should follow this mission. You, asmm
bers of the Wisconsin River Valley chapter needrtderstand this mission.
What is important to us is that we protect andaresbur coldwater rivers and
their fisheries. By including the biological infoation that was not in the ques-
tion last year, it is obvious that last years gioesshould be overturned. To do
a full evaluation on this special regulation settid the river for the next three
years is very important.

We as members of TU need to attend the heariagt month, speak up to
everyone at the meeting and try to make sure igabéw question passes. The
WRYV chapter members should be very proud of whathawve accomplished
in the past by working with landowners to acquiasements and doing habitat
work, but you cannot let a few vocal individual&geyou from following your
mission. You may need to wowkith these individuals. Maybe have a casting
workshop on the Prairie with both fly rods and sjmg rods. Show them how
easy it is to catch trout without live bait. Teabkm why the special regula-
tions are so important. If the parents will nottleir kids attend, go to the
schools and offer classes there. It won't be dastyyould sure be worth the
effort. The kids will get involved if given the opgunity.

This special regulation question is by far just about the Prairie River.
There are a number of groups around the stategtigiget rid of special regu-
lations all together. They believe that biology wldonot be a factor with our
fisheries. We all know how much the fishery hasriowed around the state in
the past couple of decades. The state record lrookwas caught in the Prai-
rie River many years ago and if we ever want taehthat kind of fishery in
today’s rivers, we need special regs.

| sincerely hope that your chapter membeendtthe Conservation Con-
gress Hearings, especially in Lincoln County, aoelak up for what is right.
Don't let a few vocal citizens keep you from voigiyour opinion.

Thanks for your time.

- Bill Heart, Chair
Wisconsin Trout Unlimited
29450 Verners Road
Ashland, WI 54806

Editor’s note: This letter replaces Presiddftachen’s column in this issue
of our newsletter at the request of State TU CBdlrHeart. Our Board is
currently struggling with what stance our chaptbpsld take, as a chapter, on
special regulations. Historically, our Board haswained silent on special
regulations to maintain positive relations with tkowners. Is that still the cor-
rect policy, or should the Board support speciglsewhen needed, to protect
and enhance trout fisheries? Let the Board knowr yfaoughts.



The Fly Vest: Fly Patterns, Presentation Tips, and Gear for Northwoods Tremd Salmon
The Versatile Parachute Pattern....................

Standard parachute mayfly pattern
tied by Henry Kanemoto

Most fly fishers who consider the
parachute as a dry fly were probably
surprised when Gary Borger de-
scribed the parachute as closer to an
emerger pattern. Because the para-
chute hackle is tied above the body,
the body of a parachute rides low on
and in the film. The post of a para-
chute mimics the body and wing of
the emerging insect. The tail of the
fly imitates the nymphal shuck.

The reason the parachute is so
effective during a hatch is that it is a
“tweener” pattern. Close enough to
an emerger when the fish are feeding
on emergers, and yet close enough to
the dun when the fish are feeding on
the adults. Because of the low riding
position of the fly, the trout can eas-
ily take it for an emerging adult, a
stillborn, or a drowned adult trapped
in the film.

Usually the parachute is tied with
stiff tailing material such as mi-
crofibbets to imitate the adult dun.
However, to better imitate an

emerger, the parachute should be tied

with tailing material that imitates the
nymphal shuck such as zelon, wood
duck fibers, or pheasant tail. Most fly
fishers will treat the entire fly with
floatant. However, if we only treat
the post and hackle with floatant, the
untreated body and tail of the fly will
sink into or under the film. The para-
chute is then suspended in the film
by the hackle and the fly becomes a
more effective emerger.

I'd like to take that concept a step
further, and show how a few on

stream modifications can turn the
generic parachute into a fly that is
nearly as effective as more special-
ized patterns.

The parachute fly is a prototype
of the klinkhammer pattern, invented
by the Hans van Klinken as an
emerger pattern. Put the flies side-
by-side and you can see how the
parachute inspired the development
of the klinkhammer. One change
Hans van Klinken made was to tie
his klinkhammer on a hook that an-
gles the body of the fly downward
just behind the post so that the body
of the fly is suspended below the
surface film, just like an emerging
insect. This angled shape of the
klinkhammer allows the fly to pene-
trate the surface film as the fly lands
tail end down and orients the body of
the fly under the water at the proper
angle.

This type of fly design is known
as a suspender pattern because the
fly is suspended in the film with the
body of the emerging insect above
the surface, and tail of the fly under
the surface just like a nymph or pu-
pal shuck during the emergence.

Parachute mayfly pattern modified
by bending the hook to turn it into a
suspender pattern resembling klink-
hammer patterns. Fly tied by Henry
Kanemoto

Many effective patterns such as Bob
Quigley’s quigley cripple and quig-
ley emerger take this approach.

We can modify the parachute fly
on the stream to become a more ef-
fective emerger by holding the fly
with our hemostat just behind the

post and bending the front end of the
fly downward about 30 to 40 de-
grees. This will angle the body of
the fly just like the klinkhammer.
Treat just the post and hackle of the
fly with floatant, and the body of the
parachute will then penetrate the
surface film just like a klinkhammer.

The second modification that can
be made is to turn the parachute into
a spinner pattern. On many occa-
sions, I've taken my iris scissors and
cut off the post of the parachute. The
front and back hackle are trimmed so
that the only fibers left are those pro-
jecting fanlike to the side just like the
wings of a spent spinner. The hori-
zontal tie of the parachute hackle
makes an ideal imitation of the flat
splayed wings of the spent spinner.

So is the parachute a dry, an
emerger, a stillborn, a cripple, a
drowned adult, or a spent spinner? It
can be all those things when properly
modified. A few snips with a pair of
scissors or a bend placed in the body,
and the parachute can become nearly
as effective an emerger or spinner
pattern as more specialized patterns
tied specifically for the situation at
hand.

Henry Kanemoto

This article is copyrighted. No repro-
duction by electronic or other means
is allowed without permission of the
author.

Editor's Note: Henry Kanemoto is
a charter member of the Wisconsin
River Valley Chapter of Trout
Unlimited. His background in trout
fishing includes spin fishing as well
as fly fishing. He has fished many
trout destinations throughout the
United States, and he is one of the
most knowledgeable fly tiers and fly
fishers in Wisconsin. Our newsletter
is privileged to have him as a regu-
lar contributor. Whether writing on
tactics, flies, or destinations, Henry
Kanemoto’s articles feature a “best
practices” approach that will help us
all have better days on the stream.



Calendar of Upcoming Chapter Events

April 2008

April 5th - wisconsin River
Valley Fundraising Banquet 5:30
PM, Doors open. 6:30 PM, Meal
served. Special award presenta-
tion of Lee and Joan Waulff
Conservation Award to Herb
Hintze

April 5th - Friends of the
Prairie River workday, 8:00 AM
until noon. joekrz@verizon.net
to register and get more info.

April 12th - Wi River Val-
ley TU Chapter Plover River
clean up. Meet at parking lot at
corner of Y and N at 9:00 AM.
Bring trash bags, old clothes,
boots, and waders. Lunch at
12:30 PM

April 12th - Friends of the
Prairie River workday, 8:00 AM
until noon. joekrz@verizon.net to
register and get more info.

April 14th -  April Chapter
Meeting. Program: Dr. Arne Salli
presenting “My Bois Brule”. Pro-
gram starts at 7:00 PM, preceded
by Board meeting 6:00 PM. Loca-
tion: Gander Lodge insideGander
Mountain Wausau

April 19th - Friends of the Prai-
rie River Annual Spring Clean up,
8:30 AM until noon. Meet at Hay
Meadow County Park on Highway
17 north of Merrill at 8:30 AM.
Clean up of Adopt-a-Highway sec-
tion and access points to Prairie
River.

May 2008

May 12th - Hexteria! Tips,
Techniques, and Tales of fishing
the hexagenia limbata hatch.
Program starts at 7:00 PM.
Location: Gander Lodge inside
Gander Mountain Wausau.

May 17th - Women in the Out-
doors. Volunteers needed to in-
struct basic fly casting from 8:30
AM until 10:00 AM and basic fly
tying from 10:15 AM until 11:45
AM. Volunteers are invited to
stay for the provided lunch. Lo-
cation: Wausau School forest.

WI River Valley Chapter
3351 North 13th Street
Wausau, WI 54403




